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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 15844 030446Z 
ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO EB-08 L-03 TRSE-00 FTC-01 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 /035 W 

063990 031058Z/10 

R 020840Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5650 
INFO AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 15844 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, EINV, ID 

SUB J : JOINT VENTURE OPERATIONS IN THE ASEAN REGION 

REF: STATE 128808 

1 . WE DO NOT KNOW OF ANY LAW OR REGULATION WHICH WOULD INHIBIT 
JOINT- VENTURE OPERATIONS, SUCH AS DESCRIBED IN REFTEL, FROM DOING 
BUSINESS IN THAILAND. THIS WOULD EQUALLY APPLY IF TAS WAS ONLY 
PARTLY OWNED SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT ENTITY RATHER THAN FULLY OWNED. 
MAIN CRITERIA IS THAT BUSINESS MODE OF OPERATION BE CONDUCTED 
UNDER NORMAL BUSINESS PROCEDURES APPLICABLE UNDER EXISTING THAI 
REGULATIONS WITH NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN ASEAN AND NON-ASEAN FIRMS. 

2. BIGGEST SINGLE POTENTIAL CUSTOMER FOR COMPUTER SERVICES IS 
THAI GOVERNMENT WITH BANKS SECOND. IBM AND OTHER COMPUTER FIRMS 
ARE ALREADY ACTIVE AND REPRESENTED IN THAILAND. 

3. ABOVE HAS BEEN CONFIRMED WITH MFA OFFICIAL ENGAGED IN 
ASEAN COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES. 

WHITEHOUSE 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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